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Covid-19 update  

The Health Department reported 123 new cases of coronavirus in the previous 24 hours, 
with 105 recovering. The number of active cases has reached 2051. 3100 swab tests were 
carried out in the past 24 hours.  

Meanwhile, the number of deaths linked to Covid-19 has reached 149.  

Former Prime Minister criticises Daphne Caruana Galizia public inquiry 

The former prime minister testified this morning before the three-person board. These 
three are tasked with exploring whether the state could have prevented Caruana Galizia’s 
murder.  

In his first comments to the board, he slammed the inquiry, explaining that in his opinion it 
had been reduced to “an exercise in curiosity” and had “deteriorated into a political 
exercise”. 

“There might be those who argue that all what was asked was necessary in order to give a 
more complete picture of the political and social situation in our country,” he said in his 
opening statement that was also published on social media. 

“This is a valid argument. But even if this was the case, the Inquiry still failed miserably, 
since it is the State which should have been investigated. Instead, it is the current 
Government only which was investigated. The Maltese State did not start in 2013, and many 
of the shortcomings known today are the result of decades of legacies by various 
Governments.”  

Monument for Oliver Friggieri proposed 

Heritage Malta on Friday launched a call for proposals for the design of a monument to the 
late Maltese literary giant Oliver Friggieri. 

The monument is to be completed in time to be unveiled in November 2021, to coincide 
with the first anniversary of his death on November 21. 

Through this call, interested artists are invited to submit designs for a figurative bronze 
monument in honour of Friggieri. 

 



 

Malta Newspaper Review  

The Times says that Malta is expected to receive a first consignment of the Covid-19 vaccine 
in early January, as the European Medicines Agency has set a December 29 deadline to 
grant approval following detailed testing. 

L-Orizzont leads with a court decision throwing out a libel suit filed by actress and activist 
Pia Zammit against the paper over the publication of a photo of her in a Nazi theatre 
costume. The magistrate ruled that the case does not constitute defamation. 

The Independent quotes a statement by the Entertainment Industry and Arts Association in 
reaction to a judgement against a defamation case filed by actress Pia Zammit. The 
association said the courts failed to differentiate between stage characters and the actors 
themselves. 

In-Nazzjon reports that Covid-19 fatalities rose to 148 by Thursday after the death of 
another two infected men aged 64 and 74. Both victims were being treated for the disease 
at Mater Dei hospital. 

The Times reports that the European Commission found Malta to be in breach of the Birds 
Directive with its programme to allow trapping under the pretext of scientific studies. In a 
statement, the Commission said it wants to stop the loss of biodiversity. 

The Independent reports on the extradition of Samir Almiri from Morocco on charges of 
murder in March, to which he pleaded not guilty. The body of Victor McKeon was found in 
an advanced state of decomposition in his Santa Luċija. 

L-Orizzont quotes General Workers Union secretary general Josef Bugeja who said that the 
pandemic has brought to the fore issues in the place of work that needed to be addressed. 
He was speaking at a national conference of employment law. 

In-Nazzjon says the Prime Minister is defending Minister Ian Borg despite an admonishment 
by the courts over the way he had acquired a piece of land in 2014. Robert Abela said he will 
first wait for the court appeal before taking any position on the case. 

The Times of Malta in its editorial appeals to its readers not to let their guard down during 
the festivities. That temptation should be resisted if we really do care for those people. 
 
The Independent’s editorial rails against politicians for seeking to avoid answering pertinent 
questions by journalists, insisting that media houses are duty bound to get answers from 
elected officials. 
 
L-Orizzont publishes a strong editorial condemning all forms of extremism, particularly 
against foreigners living among us. It calls for a stronger integration of foreigners working in 
Malta which will ultimately allow Malta to progress and prosper. 
 
 



 

International News Dispatch 

WHO Looks At Possible ‘E-Vaccination Certificates’ For Travel 

The World Health Organization (WHO) does not recommend countries issuing “immunity 
passports” for those who have recovered from COVID-19, but is looking at prospects of deploying 
e-vaccination certificates like those it is developing with Estonia. 

Estonia and the United Nations health agency in October started a pilot project for a digital 
vaccine certificate – a “smart yellow card” – for eventual use in interoperable healthcare data 
tracking and to strengthen the WHO-backed COVAX initiative to boost vaccinations in developing 
countries. 

The reality of vaccinations is growing, since Britain on Wednesday approved a COVID-19 shot 
from Pfizer and Germany’s BioNTech, while other companies Moderna and AstraZeneca have 
delivered positive trial data amid their push for approval. 

Comuniq.EU  

EU Considering Ways How To Bypass Budget Impasse Caused By Poland And Hungary 

The EU is considering ways of pushing ahead with the creation of the EU’s Covid-19 recovery 
fund without the participation of Hungary and Poland, a senior European Commission official has 
warned, piling pressure on the two countries to drop their veto over the union’s budget. 

Financial Times quotes an official saying that the 25 EU member states could proceed with 
setting up a planned €750bn pandemic recovery fund next year to act as a “bridge” until Hungary 
and Poland reversed their veto over the bloc’s overall €1.8tn budget and recovery package. The 
fact that the commission is contemplating such an extreme fallback option highlights the severity 
of the stand-off with Warsaw and Budapest, which governments fear will derail the EU’s 
recovery from the pandemic by freezing billions of euros of aid for struggling economies.  

EU leaders are due to meet in Brussels next week to discuss the budget crisis after Hungary and 
Poland doubled down on their objections to a rule-of-law mechanism they say targets their 
countries. 
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